[Localization of ferritin in placental villous tissue and its role in the maternal-fetal iron transport].
To investigate the localization and quantity of ferritin in placental villous tissue and its implications. The localization of ferritin in placental villous tissue at different gestation period was assayed by immunocytochemistry. The quantity of ferritin in placental villous tissue was determined with radioimmunoassay. Ferritin was localized in all layers of the trophoblast, especially in the surface of the syncytiotrophoblast and basal membrane. The quantity of ferritin in placental villous tissue was increased with gestation progress and decreased in pregnant women with IDA. Ferritin may be the important carrier of transplacental iron transport, and its receptor plays a crucial role in the course. The placental iron transport varied with gestation progress and iron nutritional status of the mother.